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MAYES, James                                                               
 

Private, 6574 
2nd/4th Battalion, Princess Charlotte of Wales   
(Royal Berkshire Regiment) 
formerly 2789, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Calford Green, Kedington 
Date of death: Saturday, 7th October, 1916 
Died of his wounds  
Cemetery: La Gorgue Communal Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years 
 
James Mayes, known as Jim to his family and friends, was born in the late summer 
of 1895, the fifth son and seventh child of the nine born to Joseph and Fanny (nee 
Hickford).  He, with his four brothers and four sisters had all been born at Calford 
Green, Kedington, where his father, an agricultural labourer, had also been brought 
up. 
 
Joseph and Fanny had married in December 1883.  The youngest of the nine 
children, was Ethel born in 1900.  Sadly, Fanny died early in 1904 at the age of 39, 
leaving her eldest daughter, Emma, then aged 15 years, to support her father in his 
task of caring for her younger siblings. 
 
By 1911, the family had moved to Chalkstone Hills, Haverhill and both Joseph and 
his 15 year old son, James, were farm labourers.  Young Ethel was still at school, 
but 18 year old Annie was a clothing machinist, and 13 year old Laura was a nurse 
maid.  Emma was still running the home, but the older boys, Ernest, Alfred, George 
and Arthur had all moved out. 
 
James attended the West End Congregational Church and was also a member of 
the Sunday School there.  His brothers George and Arthur were among the first to 
volunteer in 1914 and James followed, enlisting at Haverhill and joining the 5th 
Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. 
 
James was later transferred to the 2nd/4th Battalion Princess Charlotte of Wales  
(Royal Berkshire Regiment).  The war diaries for this battalion tell us that during 
early September 1916 they were in the area of La Gorgue where they undertook 
Company Training. Besides physical drills they also completed shooting on a 30 yard 
range and rifle range, extended order drill and 6 mile marches.  
 
On 19th September the battalion relieved the 2nd /4th  Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry 
at nearby Moated Grange. During the following week the Battalion received several 
drafts of Other Ranks to bolster numbers. On 26th September a party of 3 Officers 
and 46 Other Ranks raided Enemy Trenches at 3.59am before being relieved 
themselves on 27th September when they returned to their old billets at Riez Bailleul 
for more training.  
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On the 3rd October the battalion once again relieved troops at Moated Grange. The 
diary for 7th October records that “A patrol under 2/Lt CC Hedges heavily bombed in 
the German wire (Casualties, 2/Lt CC Hedges and 3 Other Ranks wounded. 1 Other 
Rank Died of Wounds. 5 Other Ranks missing.” 
 
It was while on this patrol that James received the wounds that he died of. The 
circumstances of his wounding were reported in The South West Suffolk Echo which 
stated that James’ father received a letter from the Officer Commanding the 
Company who wrote: 

“It is with deepest sympathy that I have to write and 
tell you that your son died of wounds on October 7th. 
He had volunteered and went out with a party at 
2am to search for some comrades who were 
wounded. He was hit in the stomach by a bullet 
when some distance from our lines. He never 
uttered a sound in case he should give away the 
position of his comrades. When he was brought in, 
he was sensible and not in any pain. He was quite 
happy and cheerful. He died in the afternoon at the 
advanced dressing station. Your son was a brave 
and good soldier. He volunteered and went on a 
very dangerous mission. He was extremely popular 
with all his comrades, by whom his loss is generally 
felt.” 

 
The paper also reported that James’ sister, 
Laura, received a letter from one of his friends 
who had accompanied her brother in the search 
party for lost comrades. He confirmed how brave 
James had been. 
 
 

 
James was buried in La Gorgue 
Communal Cemetery, which was 
close to the Advanced Dressing 
Station where he died of his 
wounds.  
photo courtesy of CWGC 

 
At the unveiling of the War memorial, a wreath was laid, inscribed: 

In Loving memory of Pte J. Mayes, died wounds Oct 7th 1916,  
His loving Father, Mother and Sisters.  
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James is remembered on the memorial at the West End Congregational Church 
where a bronze tablet was also presented by the Haverhill and District Sunday 
School Union. This is inscribed: 

 
To the Memory of James Mayes, Killed in  action, France, October 7th 1916. 
 
 
 

 


